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The Faith Style of Meeting with Woes 11
(Matt. 23:23-36)

Jesus continued to curse teachers of the law and the
Pharisees. The reason why they were cursed is that they
wanted to receive much more recognition by people than by
God.

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you
hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices mint, dill and cumin.
But you have neglected the more important matters of the law-
justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the
latter, without neglecting the former" (v. 23).

The thing that they neglected is the spirit of the law, in
other words, justice, mercy and faithfulness. Jesus says that it
is not bad to keep tithes thoroughly, but we must realize that
the spirit of keeping is more important, and also toil for the
righteousness, compassion, and faith is harder.

"You blind guides! You ?trair)l out the gnat but you swallow a camel”
v.24).

The flying bugs like gnats would often
fall into the bucket from which Jewish
people could drink. Before they drink wine,
they strain out a gnat through a very fine
net. Though this means that to eat a gnat is
related with cleanness, the reason why they
should not eat insect is written in the law.
Nevertheless, it is the fact that by making a
fuss, those who strain a gnat through a fine
net just as a great thing happened to swallow
a camel. In other words, by saying that they
keep a trifling matter, they ignore the spirit
of the law and the original purpose of the
law.

'Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of
the cup and dish, and then the outside also
will be clean" (v. 26).

The cleanness should begin our inner
world. Accordingly, our habit and life can be
made clean. But teachers of the law and the
Pharisees always pay attention to something
seen outwardly, because for them, one’s eyes
take priority over God.

If we give our inner world to the Lord,
and start to confess thoroughly, our dirty sins
inside of us can be cleaned by the precious
blood of Jesus. If so, the inner world should
be clean, consequently, the outward habit and life should be clean.

"Therefore I am sending you prophets and sages and teachers. Some
of them you will kill and crucify, others you will flog in your synagogues
and pursue from town to town" (v. 34).

They had Jesus crucified on the cross and his disciples contributed
to his persecution and death. Peter was Killed upside down on the cross,
Steven was stoned to death, and Paul was persecuted by them beyond
expression.

My beloved Christians,

Jesus' attitude toward hypocrites is clear. By thoroughly confessing
our pretentious faith before Jesus' reproaching teachers of the law, the
Pharisees, we must long for Jesus' grace and compassion, apart from hell’s
judge, and go to His wonderful and glorious throne. I earnestly pray that
you will be God's people in the name of Jesus Christ.
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